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 Research & Progress Together

Lymphoma, the sixth cancer worldwide 
in terms of incidence, is a complex 
disease. ELI, The European Lymphoma 
Institute, regroups top European 
specialists in the field of lymphoma 
within a net dedicated to research, 
training and education. To date, twelve 
European academic research groups 
have come together in an effort to define 
strategies to analyse and characterise 
this cancer, common diagnostic 
procedures and therapeutic standards 
as well as to facilitate clinical and 
fundamental research at the European 
level. As a result of this collaborative 
work, truly unique in the world, together 
we are helping to bring lymphoma 
research forward, and to guarantee 
equal access for all patients to the 
best possible care.

Prof. Bertrand Coiffier, President of ELI

www.eli.eu

ELI belongs to a strong lymphoma network based in Lyon 
together with:



 

 

 

’S AMBITION
 PROGRESS ACCELERATOR 

Lymphoma is the sixth cancer in terms of incidence (with around 70 000 new cases a year in Europe) and, 
despite the introduction of new therapies in the last 10 years, it remains a widespread pathology. 
Inequality with respect to access to care for patients afflicted with lymphoma does exist between the different 
European countries. This inequality is particularly linked to the complexity and heterogeneity of this cancer, 
with certain rare subtypes remaining poorly or barely known by too many health professionals and, thus quite 
difficult to treat.
In each European country, academic groups are actively working on research on lymphoma. Yet, while these 
groups do at times come together, no true common strategy has enabled them, up until today, to approach 
this issue jointly.

AN EXEMPLARY 
COLLABORATIVE SYSTEM

ELI stems from innovative research, 
and the thought given to this area has 
led to the creation of the first network 
of ex-changes, collaboration and 
European coordination dedicated to 
lymphoma.
Such cross-functional European colla-
boration will help improve knowledge, 
the sharing of successful experiences 
and offer all patients equally effective 
care.
The studies conducted on the 
initiative of ELI will also contribute 
to harmonising regulatory texts on 
clinical research within the European 
Union.

ORGANISATIONAL MODEL

The ELI model has been broadly 
inspired by the operating principles 
used within GELA, “Groupe d’Etude 
des Lymphomes de l’Adulte” which 
became LYSA “Lymphoma Study 
Association” in 2012. 

•  A group of first-rate European 
scient i f ic  experts leading 
research strategies. The research 
topics are determined during 
workshops regrouping approximately  
50 specialists. The objectives of these 
workshops are to analyse the subject, 
identify the issues to be resolved and 
set up collaborative action plans. 

•  Operational structures organise 
and steer clinical trials according 
to the therapeutic solutions 
proposed and the teams involved.

ELI, INTEGRATION 
COMPETENCY CENTRE

ELI will offer common space for different 
actors from the field of the lymphoma:

•  Several European clinical research 
groups on lymphoma:

- LYSA – The Lymphoma Study Asso-
ciation (France) 
- LYSARC – The Lymphoma Acade-
mic Research Organisation (France) 
- SAKK – Schweizerische Arbeitsge-
meinschaft für Klinische Krebsfor-
schung (Switzerland) 
- IELSG – International Extranodal  
Lymphoma Study Group (Switzerland)
- Kompetenznetz Maligne Lymphome 
(Germany) 
- NCRI – National Cancer Research Ins-
titute (UK)
- FIL – Fondazione Italiana Linfomi (Italy) 
- ERIC – European Research Initiative 
on CLL (Spain)
- GELTAMO – Grupo Español de Linfo-
mas y Trasplante Autólogo de Médula 
Ósea (Spain) 
- The Czech Lymphoma Study Group 
(Czech Republic)
- The Nordic Lymphoma Group (Den-
mark, Finland, Norway, Sweden)
- HOVON – The Haemato Oncology 
Foundation for Adults in the Nether-
lands (the Netherlands) 
- KroHem – Croatian Society of Hema-
tology
- PLRG – The Polish Lymphoma Re-
search Group

• Patient associations

• Areas dedicated to training

This integration aims at fostering fruit-
ful exchanges and innovative synergy 
through a highly operational approach.
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COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH

The research work conducted by ELI 
relies on a network of European-wide 
exchanges, collaboration and coordi-
nation.
Several times a year, ELI organises 
workshops with 20 to 50 European 
specialists focusing on a precise  
topic. Together, they analyse the  
issue to be resolved and set a tailored  
action plan. The work to be conduc-
ted is then either divided up between 
the different academic groups or han-
dled jointly.
The therapeutic solutions proposed 
have been tested through internatio-
nal clinical trials coordinated by seve-
ral groups within dedicated operatio-
nal structures. This system, based on 
a sharing of expertise, will help speed 
up progress on lymphoma and set 
standards for quality treatment at the 
international level.

TRAINING
ELI organises national and inter- 
national training sessions for health 
professionals:

•  Specialisation in the pathology, its 
diagnostic and management by 
haematologists and oncologists,

•  Awareness with respect to haema- 
tology for doctors-in-training, 

•  Specific management on the part of 
care professionals,

•  Training in clinical research for 
specialists,

•  News on research for researchers, 
etc. The aim of is to provide, through 
these activities, homogeneous 
knowledge of lymphoma and 
treatment, at all levels of intervention.

INFORMING PATIENTS

ELI will welcome, in its building,  
national patient associations from the  
region with a direct interest in lympho-
ma. With patient associations playing 
a major role in clinical research, ELI 
will, in addition, endeavour to involve 
them in scientific programmes and 
inform them on the advances made 
with regard to research, the prepa-
ration of protocols and the results of 
clinical trials.
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’S MISSIONS
 RESEARCH & PROGRESS TOGETHER 

ELI has taken on the mission of banking on European academic groups who will:
•  Develop clinical research and boost fundamental research, foster interactions, facilitate cooperation 

between academic research and industrial research,
•  Contribute to the training of the care professions, investigators, researchers or clinicians as well as all 

professionals concerned by lymphoma,
•  Listen, inform and assist patients as well as those close to them during and after the illness, through patient 

associations,
• Inform health professionals.

POOLING INFORMATION FOR PROFESSIONALS
The lymphoma still remains quite unknown by a large  
number of health professionals. ELI has taken on the mis-
sion of ensuring progress in knowledge, and in conveying 
the latter, particularly by supporting a common database.
These resources are available via an interactive electronic 

platform and present the standards and consensus on the 
diagnostic, treatment and follow-up of patients.
On-line information on lymphoma and the trials in pro-
gress are also available to health professionals and  
patient associations.

THE LYMPHOMA HUB

The Lymphoma Hub website was launched in October 2013 
to “provide a trusted online resource to improve knowledge 
and understanding of lymphoma and CLL”. The Lymphoma 
Hub initiative is led by ELI² - ELI International, a global 

sub-group of the ELI, and has initially been supported by 
an educational grant from Celgene.  All content is created  
under the guidance of the Steering Committee of  
world-leading lymphoma experts.

www.lymphomahub.com

Latest news and information in lymphoma and CLL for healthcare professionals



 

 

 

  Prof. Igor AURER

KroHem
University Hospital Centre Zagreb
Zagreb - Croatia

 Prof. André BOSLY 

LYSA
CHU Dinant Godinne
Université Catholique de Louvain 
Yvoir - Belgium 

 Prof. Dolores CABALLERO

GELTAMO
Hospital Universitario de Salamanca - IBSAL
Salamanca - Spain

 Prof. Dr. Franco CAVALLI 

IOSI - Chair 
Oncology Institute of Southern Switzerland 
Bellinzona - Switzerland 

 Prof. Bertrand COIFFIER 

LYSA
Hospices Civils de Lyon 
Université de Lyon 
Pierre-Bénite - France 

    Dr. Pascal DESCHASEAUX

LYSARC – General Manager
Centre Hospitalier Lyon Sud 
Pierre-Bénite - France 

  Prof. Dr. Martin DREYLING 

European MCL Network - Coordonator 
Klinikum der Universität München - 
Medizinische Klinik III 
München - Germany 

  Prof. Dr. Andreas ENGERT 

German Hodgkin Study Group - Chairman
University Hospital of Cologne 
Köln - Germany 

  Prof. Massimo FEDERICO 

FIL - President
University of Modena and Reggio Emilia 
Centro Oncologico Modenese 
Modena - Italy 

  Dr. Maria GOMES da SILVA

LYSA
Instituto Português de Oncologia,
Lisbon - Portugal

  Prof. Marie-Josée KERSTEN

HOVON
Academic Medical Center
Amsterdam - The Netherlands

  Prof. Eva KIMBY
The Nordic Lymphoma Group
Karolinska Institutet
Hematology Centre at Karolinska University 
Hospital,
Stockholm - Sweden

  Prof. John RADFORD

NCRI - UK National Cancer Research 
Institute (Lymphoma Clinical Studies Group) 
Institute of Cancer Sciences 
University of Manchester 
Manchester - UK

  Prof. Gilles SALLES 

LYSA - Chair
Hospices Civils de Lyon
Université de Lyon 
Pierre-Bénite - France

 
  Prof. Hervé TILLY 

LYSA 
Centre Henri Becquerel 
Rouen - France 

  Prof. Marek TRNĚNÝ

Czech Lymphoma Study Group - Chair 
Charles University 
Praha - Czech Republic

  Prof. Jan WALEWSKI

PLRG
MSCM Institute
Warsaw - Poland

’S ACTORS
PARTNERSHIP AND SYNERGY 

ELI has, since its inception, been favourably, and unanimously welcomed. 
On 30 June 2010, seven European academic groups entered into close collaboration with to ensure progress 
in lymphoma research. On 14 June 2014, three more groups (in twelve countries) joined ELI to enlarge its 
network and give it a new impetus. ELI 
Furthermore, to bring this mission to completion, ELI relies, each year, on financial resources from both public 
(including the Rhône-Alpes Canceropole) and private sectors. 
The Institute thus offers a research model that takes partnership fully into account with all the actors concerned 
by lymphoma research: local communities, hospital, university, industry, associations and patients.
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Milano, June 2014
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RESEARCH     PROGRESS  Together
ELI  The European Lymphoma Institute 

Centre Hospitalier Lyon Sud  Hématologie
Bât 1F - 3ème étage  F-69310 Pierre-Bénite  contact@eli.eu

  EUROPE

ME - Myeloma Euronet - European Network 
of Myeloma Patients Groups

  FRANCE

France Lymphome Espoir
Sang pour Sang Sport

  SPAIN

AEAL - Asociación Linfoma Mieloma   
y Leucemia

  Lymphoma Coalition Europe

  GERMANY

DLH - Deutsche Leukämie & Lymphom-Hilfe

  SWITZERLAND

SFK - Stiftung zur Förderung der 
Knochenmarktransplantation

  RUSSIA

Society for assistance to people with  
onco-hematologic diseases

  SLOVENIA

Drustvo bolnikov s krvnimi boleznimi

J&L - Slovenian Lymphoma and Leukemia 
Patient Association
Slovenian Lymphoma Patients Organisation

PATIENT ASSOCIATIONS

PARTNER INSTITUTIONS

PRIVATE PARTNERS


